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The event came just days after a high-profile report 

by the Confederation of British Industry suggested 

that science is being squeezed out of English Primary 

Schools, with a third not providing the recommended 

two hours of teaching a week.

Two hundred and fifty children in 
the Hall
Two hundred and fifty children enjoyed a day of 

science and wonder as they were given access to 

equipment that is usually reserved for A-level or 

under-graduate students. With expert guidance 

they used light and electron microscopes as part 

of a “crime scene investigation” that tested their 

analytical, artistic, and problem-solving skills.

The event is typical of the education and outreach 

activities of the RMS and SIM who both support 

science in education - from Primary to University 

level.

“Access to exciting technology can inspire people 

of any age, and particularly the young,” said Dr 

Susan Anderson Chair of the Outreach & Education 

Committee at the RMS. “Showing children the 

joys of science – and in this case the power of the 

microscope – could help them to choose a very 

rewarding career path. And, if it does, we can be 

confident that they will help to develop products, 

treatments and solutions that are just an idea at the 

moment, or even yet to be thought of. This is one 

of the things that makes science, technology and 

engineering so exciting.”

An anniversary to celebrate
The day also marked the 350th anniversary of the 

publication of the first book to record observations 

using magnifying lenses. Robert Hooke’s Micrographia 

was published in 1665 and was the first scientific 

best-seller. It inspired greater awareness of the new 

science of microscopy, and is credited with using the 

term “cell” for the first time in a biological context.  

The microscope: 
Seeing our world 
more clearly
Inspiring children in science and technology is easy. It just 
requires a little time and effort by the right people. This belief 
prompted the RMS along with the Worshipful Company of 
Scientific Instrument Makers (SIM) to host The microscope: 
Seeing our world more clearly.
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And, just like Hooke, the children drew the objects 
that they saw.

“Some of the artwork was very impressive,” said 
Professor Tony Wilson. Vice President of the RMS 
and SIM Master, “The children were incredibly 
observant and my favourite quote of the day was, 
‘We are drawing things that we cannot see’.”

A visit from the Lord Mayor
The best drawings from the morning and afternoon 
sessions won a microscope for their school, and 
were awarded by Alan Yarrow, the Right Honourable 
Lord Mayor of London.

The Lord Mayor said, “It has been an honour to 
join the 2015 Hooke Day. What a fantastic way to 
get everyone enthused about Science! By enabling 
schoolchildren to get their hands on microscopes, 
and see for themselves the wonders that they show, 
we are encouraging them to be more curious about 
the world around them – and about what part 
they might play in its future. This excellent initiative 
demonstrates the importance, and effectiveness, 
of the charitable activities of London’s Livery 
Companies’– particularly, in supporting education. 
Just look what can be achieved, when productive 
partnerships are forged with sector-experts. Well 

done to everyone involved!”

Very positive feedback
The feedback from teachers and pupils was excellent, 

and Teresa Crowley from Notre Dame School said, 

“It’s brilliant. Days like this help children to see 

science and technology in a different way. Classroom 

teaching can be restrictive, and the hands-on activities 

that they have undertaken today make a massive 

difference. It’s the sort of day that the children will 

remember for a long time to come.”

The RMS and SIM would like to thank the team 

of helpers that included Professor Rob Kesseler 

and a number of art students from Central Saint 

Martins who encouraged and assisted the children 

in their drawing. It was a brilliant day and Rob and 

his students were visibly inspiring and engaging each 

and every child that took part.
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